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“I need your help,” she said. “This condo will serve as my new 
business quarters as well as my personal space during the week, so I 
need it to be multi-functional and professional looking and of course, 
I’m on a budget!!!”

Having helped Mary with other residences over the years, I am well 
aware of her lifestyle. She has a country home north of Barrie, a small 
city space and the freedom to mix a healthy dose of work and travel. 
Like many of today’s active 68-year-olds, my friend now finds herself 
in the exciting position of adding yet another new career endeavour 
to her list of high achievements. 

So, with regard for Mary’s lifestyle, her business requirements and 
a watchful eye on her purse strings, the goal was simple; to ensure that 
any decorating investment adds to the value of her new purchase, while 
providing comfort and style.

t u r n i n g  p o i n t

Renovating
put your money where 
 your feet are.... 

By  irene  turnBull

my long-time client declared – this time from a small ‘
studio apartment to a larger one-bedroom condo.

“Irene, I’m moving again,” 

The first step:  We carefully examine the space Mary is living in as 
well as the space she is moving to.  We take inventory of the movables 
and decide what she can and wants to use.  The first decision is, 
should she upholster or not.  This is easy.  The two piece bamboo set 
– sofa & chair -- are in good shape and reupholstering the cushions 
will instantly renew its value and its vitality.  Mary will take the 
reupholstered set to the new condo thus avoiding the extra cost of new 
furniture and the burden of disposing of the old.  All the other pieces 
are good wood and portable. 

The second step:  A careful inspection of the new condo reveals that 
some work has to be done and while it is mostly for aesthetic value, the 
investment will be for fixed assets as opposed to portable furnishings. 
The addition of crown moulding, new baseboard and trim combined 
with fresh paint will do wonders.

The big ticket item is the floor. Mary has decided that she wants 
to take out the old buckled carpet and replace it with hardwood.  Her 
dilemma now is which wood floor and at what price.   

?
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So, Mary addressed the following questions.
• What is the current value of my condo? 

What is the projected increase in value over 
the next two or three years? Realistically what 
kind of return can I expect on my decorating 
upgrades? The prognosis was good, so she 
decided to proceed.

Now it is down to choice.   Which product 
and for what reasons?  Despite the attractive-
ness of a lower initial cost for laminate, Mary 
wants real wood and the long-term value of a 
renewable surface.  Since the installation will 
be over concrete, an engineered wood floor is 
the product of choice, eliminating the need 
for a leveling subfloor required for traditional 
tongue and groove wood floors on concrete.  
Dimensionally stable, the engineered floor can 
either be glued down or floating. While both 
are installed with an acoustic barrier under 
them, either cork or foam, the glued-down 
floor costs more to install since it requires the 
acoustic underlay to be glued too.  Assuming 
the look and the performance of the floating 

floor is comparable to our glue-down alternative, and that the bylaws 
of the condo are met, then Mary will save approximately two-to-three 
dollars per sq. ft., which in this case amounts to a minimum saving of 
$1,200 on the installation alone. We decide to go with an engineered 
floating floor. 

Now that we have narrowed down the type of floor we are seeking, 
our challenge is to get the best value within the product category we 
have chosen - comparing “apples and apples”.  Within the floating 
engineered-flooring options we will have a range of qualities and spe-
cies to choose from. We are looking for degree of hardness, grain and 
colour preferences as well as the overall quality of the construction 
and finishing.  Our criterion is performance over time in relation to 
the dollars invested.  In Mary’s case, there is no need for us to be in 
the highest end of the market since the return on investment would 
not warrant the extra expenditure and to do so would mean budget 
was not a consideration. 

Mary has decided that she loves bamboo. Research uncovered a 
“click” engineered floor, which might be acceptable.  “Click” refers 
to the construction and installation technique of connecting the 
individual pieces of flooring to one another, eliminating the need for 
nails or glue, and thereby allowing it to float over the uneven concrete 
floor. 

If you think about bamboo, it is a hollow reed. It must be cut, 
squared and literally pieced together in the milling process to end up 
in plank form. The technique of cutting and applying the strands can 
either be done horizontally (which results in fewer pieces being put 
together), or vertically, (which results in a more striated surface). It 
is also unique because through a specialized heat finishing process 
the bamboo actually changes colour depending on the duration and 

intensity of the process, known as carbonization. This means that the 
finished product is coloured all the way through and not just a surface 
treatment, which makes it even more resistant to showing scratches.  
Our samples reveal that there is a horizontal carbonized colour to suit 
and when compared with the regular three-quarter inch solid bamboo 
flooring the surface looks just the same. 

I explain that the flooring budget must include the cost and deliv-
ery of the flooring, installation and the finishing extras such as T-caps 
and reducers to transition the wood floor from other surfaces, as well 
as the replacement of baseboard which in this case will be necessitated 
by the gap that will be left when the new floor is installed.

 Mary is delighted!   I give her my last word of caution before she 
makes her selection:  please be aware that all wood reacts to humidity 
and you must ensure that your condo maintains a constant humidity 
level somewhere between 40 and 50 per cent because your bamboo 
click floor may be just a bit more sensitive than the solid plank version. 
She assures me she will.

We now have our “big ticket” item looked after so we proceed 
to choose the fabrics for the upholstery, the paint colour and crown 
moulding and baseboards, all with keen attention to Mary’s needs 
for performance and good looks, leaving her “feeling good” about her 
choices as she keenly looks forward to her move.   OH

Irene Turnbull is an award winning interior design/decorating 
& feng shui consultant. She currently serves as the national 
chairman of CDECA, (Canadian Decorators’ Associaiton).
You can connect with Irene at:  www.turnbullinteriors.com.

Despite the attractiveness of a lower initial cost for laminate, 
  Mary wants real wood and the long-term value of a renewable surface. 


