
As the need for housing in our Lake Simcoe area 
continues to grow, the demand for inspired home 
design is on peoples' minds, whether contemplat-

ing new construction or undertaking a renovation. Engaging 
professionals to help with renovations and interior remodelling 
projects, however, may seem like a daunting task. Somewhere 
between our dreams, abundant product choice, instant global 
influence, eye candy media coverage, Internet and social media 
marketing, along with the blurring of lines of “trade” expertise, it’s 
easy to be overwhelmed.

Very little is understood about the value that qualified interior 
designers and decorators bring to the table. So often, there’s an 
implied assumption that engaging the services of these profession-
als will inflate the budget and misrepresent the “personality” of the 
homeowners by substituting their own preferences over their client’s. 

It’s a shame because the creation of great interior space is a “team 
sport” and when you cut out the designer or substitute this position 
with a cross-over player, it’s no different than trying to win a cham-
pionship with your star left fielder subbing as pitcher or back-
catcher. It might work in the “little leagues” or social sport, but when 
your home comfort and safety is at stake, wouldn’t you want to go 
with your best players in the positions for which they have trained? 

Here are some things to think about:
  Architecture and interior design need to be connected not only 

to each other, but also to those responsible for implementing 
their ideas and materials selection. A structure or a space should 
be designed with a clear understanding of the impact of function 
and form on the well-being of those using the space. Residen-
tial design works best as a collaborative process among profes-
sionals so that structure ultimately serves end use and facilitates 
the best possible aesthetics. Good design and implementation 
is about team co-operation and mutual respect. Choose your 
“captain” wisely for project success.

  Whether building from scratch or contemplating a renovation, 
end use including how your home will be decorated should be 
a part of the preliminary planning to ensure that when it comes 
to placing furniture, decorating windows and moving seam-
lessly through your home, you can do so with ease. Critical 
considerations such as lighting, turning radius of interior doors, 
oven heights and efficient use of space should be accommo-
dated from the beginning, not patched in as an expensive “after 
thought.”  There’s little comfort in a view of the neighbour’s roof 
from a feature sunburst window, or a magnificent fireplace that 
blocks your million-dollar vista.

  It’s easy to assume “search engine” information and research are 
synonymous, and staged photos are architecturally and geo-

graphically transferable. But, this isn’t 
always the case — especially in an area as 

diverse as our Lake Simcoe region where homes serve 
needs that range from high density urban living to protected 

natural surroundings and everything in between, including wa-
terfront, recreational and rural, each with specific needs.

  Finishing options vary depending upon the type of construction. 
High rise condos with steel stud and concrete construction require 
different design considerations from conventional residential, 
particularly for securing cabinetry to walls, and choosing flooring 
and plumbing fixtures. Cabinetry that looks terrific in a space 
with 10-foot ceilings won’t look the same with eight-foot ceilings. 
Furniture that looks good in a photo or in a store setting may not 
fit. Seasonal homes have different demands for product perfor-
mance than those designed for four season climatic control. Ele-
ments such as colour and light control differ considerably with 
geographic regions.

  Product selection and installation methods are intricately linked 
to each other and must be carefully matched to ensure finishing 
and performance quality. Choosing one without insight about 
the other is a recipe for disaster. 

  When you choose a tile for your flooring, not only is the sub-
strate to which it is going to be installed important, the type 
and size of tile and its edge finishing will dictate the level of 
skill required for it to be installed. The size and configuration 
of your countertop will determine whether the materials of 
your choice will require noticeable joins that detract from its 
overall appearance. 

The key to successful interior finishing lies in the ability to tie 
needs, wants and desires to a realistic plan that can be easily fol-
lowed and implemented because the design solutions and surface 
materials recommended are appropriate for performance, instal-
lation and budget. That’s why you need an interior design profes-
sional on your team. LSL

Irene Turnbull has been creating award winning spaces around Lake 
Simcoe for 28 years. She’s an accomplished designer and author. Her 
new book, 17 Things To Know Before You Start Your Home Makeover 
Project, will help you navigate your way to home interior success. It is 
available at turnbullinteriors.com.
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